Development and evolution of the ICLH ankle replacement.
In 1972 the original ICLH ankle was first used clinically, and since then the authors have implanted 75 ICLH ankles. The overall percentage of acceptable results in this series is about 70%. The most frequent complication seen was delayed wound healing. Talomalleolar contact with resultant pain was a significant problem early in the series. Partial collapse of the talus has occurred in five ankles. Our experience has shown that it is possible to replace the ankle and initially achieve a functioning, pain-free arthroplasty. There are many factors that may adversely influence the ultimate outcome; and thus, the procedure should be approached with caution.